
Once you have researched different occupations then consider each one against your likes, 
dislikes, education, personal qualities and skills.  If you hate lots of reading then being a 
lawyer would not suit you because this is a large part of the job.  If you like cars, enjoy 
talking about them but don’t like mending things, then being a mechanic is not for you but 
being a car salesman might be.

So you need to start THINKING - ASK yourself -

Does this job fit with my interests and abilities?

Where could this job take me in five years time?

Task 1.  Choosing your pathway

CASE 1

In Year 11 Sam took a school based apprenticeship and found that he enjoyed working with 
his hands.  After Year 11 he left school to go into a plumbing and draining apprenticeship. 
This required him to attend TAFE one day per week and work for four days per week.  This 
took 4 years to complete.  Now Sam is a fully qualified plumber earning $60,000 per year, 
with his own house and car.

CASE 2

Tom enjoyed business studies in Year 12, but wasn’t sure what he wanted to do when he 
left school, but he thought something in business would probably be what he’d do.  He 
achieved an ‘OP’ score that allowed him to study Business at university. After three years 
he left university with a degree. As he had enjoyed the accountancy part of his degree, he 
decided to apply for a trainee accountant position, which he gained. 

Tom is now a fully qualified accountant earning $60,000 per year, with his own house and car.
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Now that you can recognise what time eaters look like identify 3 time wasters that 
could distract you from your goals and explain what you could do as a solution.

Time waster 1

Solution

Time waster 2

Solution

Time waster 3

Solution

A key to becoming more self-organised is to be able to prioritise your tasks. Setting 
priorities means putting your tasks in order of importance and then working through 
them, one at a time.

One way to do this is to write a daily list of everything you need to do (this can be anything 
– work shifts, school assignments, family activities or even going to the movies with your 
friends). Now rewrite your list in order of importance.

EXAMPLE
To Do			               Priority
•  Finish English assignment (due next week)            3
•  Mow the lawn 			                     1
•  Buy my sister’s birthday present for tomorrow         2




